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Specialty Spotlight

It’s All about Perspective

There is a growing pandemic in the world today. Hint: it doesn’t involve the bubonic plague. The issue at hand is the sky-rocketing
cost of new therapies pertaining to Hepatitis C, Type 2 Diabetes, and Cancer —to name a few. The general lack of transparency on
the part of drug companies is central to this phenomenon, as is the general lack of cooperation to fill the gaps in medicine pricing
policy. The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends that greater regulation and oversight in the form of a cost-effectiveness
“gatekeeper” will help drive down prices and alleviate the burden upon low- and middle-income families.

Commentary:
The public has recently been made aware of the high cost of novel drug therapies to treat such diseases as hepatitis C. For instance,

Gilead introduced Sovaldi in 2013 to treat Hepatitis C; this medication would cost the consumer a total of $84,000 for a 12-week
course of treatment. But this price may be trumped in comparison to the total treatment costs associated with a liver transplant
($577,100 in 2011 per THE United Network for Organ Sharing). When compared to this latter option, the idea of paying less than a
tenth of a million dollars for a drug doesn’t seem as bad, especially if it means a cure. However, it is important to note that not all
patients with Hepatitis C will qualify for a liver transplant; nor will all patients require the full 12-week course of therapy. Furthermore,
according to this article, not all patients will be eligible to receive Sovaldi if there is a cost-effectiveness “gatekeeper” established to
regulate the administration of such newer agents? So how will the decision be made in regards to the eligibility of receiving one of
these newer agents? What will the process of “gatekeeping” look like? And will this model of allocation and administration be one of
ethical soundness? Only time will tell...

Sources: "Transplant Living | Financing A Transplant | Costs." Transplant Living | Financing A Transplant | Costs. UNOS, n.d. Web.
Pollack, Andrew. "Harvoni, a Hepatitis C Drug From Gilead, Wins F.D.A. Approval." The New York Times. N.p., 10 Oct. 2014. Web.

Helfand, Carly. "Hey, European Countries--join Forces to Bring down Drug Prices, WHO Suggests." FiercePharma. N.p., 26 Mar. 2015.
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Providers Cannot Sue States

Over Medicaid Reimbursement A Follow Up — To Give or Not to

Give: Bisphosphonates
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RxMAC™

(Pharmacy Maximum Allowable Cost)

Allows Clients to establish, customize and maintain
their own generic pricing schedules.

RXMAC ™

Ax Masimum Allowable Cost

Pro Pharma's Custom RxMAC ™

carol.stern @ propharmaconsultants.com
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Pro Pharma Pharmaceutical Consultants, Inc.
has assisted payer and providers for over 29 years to maintain quality while controlling costs.
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